
Acorn Update Monday 11th May 2020 

Hello everyone! 

I hope you enjoyed the weekend and maybe did something a bit different for VE day on Friday. We 

had a picnic with sandwiches, posh crisps, scones and jam and some cake and chose to have our 

favourite drinks! Olly and I sat outside and even put a tablecloth on the table, as it was a special 

occasion. When we went for a walk after our picnic (because we were so full!), we noticed that some 

people had bunting on the front of their houses, which looked really pretty.  

This week we are going to be continuing to think about camouflage and how amazing the animals in 

our world are.  

This week’s topic work: 

 First of all, I would like you to watch these clips about how different types of animals can 

‘disappear’ due to their camouflage. Look closely as some are difficult to spot! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJGtN-igCu8 

               https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7x76sg 

              (Camouflaged animal in the jungle) 

 Then, I would like you to create a camouflaged paper animal to hide in your garden or 

house. Remember it must blend in to camouflage itself! I have attached some templates of 

animals (in animal resources folder), or you could draw your own, or ask an adult to help 

you.  

 Your second task is to look at the animal markings, which I have attached in the folder 

(animal resources) and talk with an adult, or a brother or sister, or a toy, about which 

animals they could be. Decide which animal print is your favourite.   

 Now, I would like you to have a play at making a new breed of animal by using the templates 

or making one on Purple Mash (set as a to do - ‘My animal’) If you make half zebra and half 

rabbit, you  might call it a  zebit. Remember to name your new breed! If you prefer, you 

could make some animal prints using any craft materials you may have, or you could make 

some outside in your garden. 

 Lastly, in maths this week, a common theme is measuring. I would like you to try some of 

these: you could measure all the people in your house to see who is the tallest (you might do 

this anyway against a wall?). Ask the people in your home to draw around their hand and 

foot and then cut them out and see if you can order them by size. Maybe ESTIMATE the 

order the hands and feet will go in. Does the tallest person have the biggest feet? Does the 

shortest person have the smallest hands? Is the oldest person the tallest? Cut strips of 

paper, use ribbon, tape measure, string or even a shoe lace and see who has the biggest 

head (carefully put measuring ‘thing’ around their head, above the eyes!). What else could 

you measure...? The longest jump, the biggest stride etc! 

 

Enjoy! 

 

English activities (zipped): This week Year 1 children will be listening to ‘This is the house that Jack 

built’ and working on adjectives (descriptive words) and connectives, such as but, and, because 

(words which join two sentences). Then they will be listening to, reading and making up funny 

poems. If you are unable to print (day 4), you can just talk about the task and read it together from 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7x76sg


the screen.  Foundation Stage children will be listening to a story called ‘Wakey, Wakey’, which is 

about sleepy animals waking up after their winter sleep and feeling very hungry! 

Maths activities (zipped): This week Year 1 children will be learning about adding and subtracting 

10s and adding 11. They will be measuring height, length, and a doing a bit of estimating (children do 

find estimating a challenge, as children do not like getting things wrong). Foundation Stage children 

will be estimating and doing some very practical measuring which does involve laying on the floor!  

Spelling: Year 1 spellings are ‘y’ and e_e and I have attached a dictation sheet as way for you to do a 

spelling test (if you wish) on Friday. Older children may write the whole sentences as you say them, 

but I would focus on the ‘spelling’ word to just write, however it is good for children to hear these 

words in context. I have also set an activity to supports spellings on Purple Mash and a ‘Look Cover 

Write Check’ practise sheet as usual. Foundation Stage children will be practising ‘ee, oo, or’ this 

week and I have set a Purple Mash activity for you to try. 

Purple Mash set this week:  

 Mermaid number bonds to 10 race (set weekly) 

 Rocket number bonds to 20 (set weekly) 

 Create a shopping bag of food you would like for your favourite breakfast/menu (English 

link) 

 Mash Cam Chef! I love seeing these, but remember to add some information for me too! 

 My animal – art creations 

 Spellings/phonics (as above)  

 Maths – Tallest/shortest 

Please remember that if your child is struggling with the work set for their age group or they would 

like more of a challenge, please do dip into the ‘other’ year group, as in Acorn class the children 

would learn by their stage and not age necessarily. Remember to email me using the homework 

email address if you need advice or support.  

You are all doing really well and each day is a fresh start. Some children are writing me messages 

when they hand in their Purple Mash work, which is lovely. I am looking forward to seeing you all 

soon. Take care of yourselves and continue to be as kind and as helpful as you can. You are all 

amazing and I am very proud of every single one of you (parents too!) 

See you all soon 

Miss Blake x 

 

 

 


