
Acorn Update – Friday 14th October 2022 

This week in Acorn class, the children have been exploring the season of autumn. They have been learning that 

there are four seasons and we are currently in autumn. The children have been collecting, sorting, counting 

and weighing many natural objects found at this time of year. The children have been problem solving using 

the balance scales to find out if the size of an object determines its weight. For example Mrs Perkins filled one 

of the weighing buckets up with autumn leaves and then asked the children if three conkers would be heavier 

(and make the balance tip) or lighter than the leaves. There was lots of talking and explaining to try to decide 

and give a reason as to what the answer might be. The children and Mrs Perkins then added the conkers to the 

other side of the balance scale and saw what happened. Ask your child what did happened and see if they can 

explain why it happened and is it was what they expected. 

 We have supported the children’s learning this week by watching episodes of Kit and Pup (heavy and light) 

and JoJo and GranGran (Autumn Leaves), which are both on CBeebies. These programmes are recommended 

to support learning, so if your child would like to watch them again, that is great. 

We are continuing with our daily phonics sessions and have nearly completed the first three phases of 

phonemes. Please do follow the link below, which will take you to the Jolly Phonics page, (also found on our 

class page). Please continue to practise and support your child with recognising and saying each phoneme 

(useful example of how to say each phoneme on the link) accompanied by their action. Many children are 

starting to blend these sounds for reading and we are rolling out word bags and reading books to support with 

this. We will be having some visitors from the Warriner Multi Academy Trust (WMAT) visit us on Thursday to 

see how we teach phonics and spend time with the class talking about phonics and listening to what the 

children have learnt (and even hearing some children read). Your child will also have brought home a book 

from the class book corner to enjoy with you and these books will continue to come home so that a breadth of 

language and joy of listening to stories is fostered as well as learning to decode using synthetic phonics. These 

books are not for your child to read, but for you to read and enjoy together (although they may wish to ‘tell’ a 

story from them or read along with you).  

Resource bank for teachers and parents - Jolly Phonics (jollylearning.co.uk)  

The children have enjoyed sorting and talking about measurements of size, generated by the story Goldilocks 

and the three bears. The children were able to find objects to suit the size of the little bear and the big bear 

from around the room. They also enjoyed listening to Dear Zoo, followed by making different sized homes for 

soft toy animals from the range of construction equipment in the room. There was lots of excited chatter 

about the sizes the homes needed to be to fit in giraffes, hedgehogs, foxes ... The children wrote their own 

name labels to show which model was theirs.  

The children have been cutting and sticking to match objects to the three bears, make balance scale pictures 

to show which object was heavy and which was light and what would happen to the scales. They have also 

created some autumn tree art using paint this week. Scissor skills are definitely improving! 

The children have enjoyed working together outside too, developing building skills, throwing and catching, 

balancing and getting engrossed in their own imaginative play, which develops high quality language and 

interaction.  

I look forward to chatting to you next week during parents evening. If you have not booked an appointment 

and your child is in Reception please email me on the acorn email address (this is on the class page). 

On Thursday, you will receive our glossy whole school newsletter, so there will be no Acorn update as such.  

REMEMBER THERE IS NO SCHOOL ON FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER AS IT IS A TEACHER TRAINING DAY.  

Many thanks for your continued support as ever. 

Have a lovely weekend 

 Miss Blake & team  

https://www.jollylearning.co.uk/resource-bank/hear-the-sounds/

