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Dear Parents & Carers,
It has been wonderful to be back in school with all of our children, even if just for a few short weeks before the
Easter break. Although there has been much classroom learning and assessment, the curriculum has been
varied. The children have spent a lot of time learning out in the fresh air. The wonders of technology have
enabled the live-streaming of lambing workshops to children across the school by our colleagues at The
Warriner Farm. After the excitement of being back though, I think everyone is ready for a well-earned rest
before we return for what we hope is an uninterrupted summer term followed by a less restrictive summer
holiday.
The summer term is always a lovely one in school. Little by little, as restrictions are gradually lifted, it feels
as though we are moving forward to easier times. Some of the ‘normal’ things that we are planning as we
return after Easter will make a real difference. School swimming lessons are re-starting, our wonderful Arch
reading volunteers are coming back into school, Mr Allen is resuming live music lessons with his students
and staff are thinking about organising outdoor After School Clubs (we’ll let you know as soon as some are
planned!)
So many of you have done an incredible job in supporting your children with remote learning during the
lockdown—we have been very impressed. However, there is still much learning to be done as we work to get
all the children back into the rhythm of school life and expectations, so they attain to the best of their ability
across the curriculum. Teachers have been busy with all sorts of assessments so that we can make the most of
next term in moving children’s learning forward by ensuring that it is pitched just were it needs to be.
For now though, Easter has arrived and I know that many of the children are looking forward to seeing
friends and family they haven’t seen for quite a while. There are Easter eggs to be found & eaten and fun to
be had.

On behalf of everyone at school, I wish you a safe and Happy Easter.
With warmest wishes,
Jane O’Sullivan
Headteacher
Best Class Attendance this half
term:

Oak Class 99%

Children return to school
on Monday 19th April

Beech Class
We have all been so excited to be back together in school. We have been really busy exploring our
environment as part of our topic ‘Splendid Skies’. We have been out playing in the wind and investigating how
the wind can move different types of fabric.

We enjoyed drawing daffodils, looking closely at what we could
see and how the daffodils moved in the breeze.

We have been looking at shadows and thinking
about how they are made. We made shadow
shapes and drew around each other’s shadows.
We can hold each others shadow hands even
though we cannot hold our real hands yet!

In English we have been looking at poetry and writing our
own seasonal poems using
lots of interesting, descriptive
vocabulary.

In maths we have been learning
about fractions and using our
equipment to work out 1/2 and 1/4
of different quantities and shapes.

We have also
read almost 1000
books between
us and are
absolutely loving
being back at
school!

Spring Time in Willow Class
What a lovely term it has been. Not only has it been wonderful to have our Willow class family back together but
also to experience some signs of spring- this made us all smile lots!
I have been extremely proud of how the children have come back into school. They have been motivated, passionate and ready to learn. We have enjoyed getting ‘stuck in’ and have already created some lovely pieces of work in
many areas of the curriculum.
Science and Forest school
Over the last few weeks, we have been investigating and observing the changes due to
spring. We came up with a long list of different thing; spring flowers, birds, buds on
trees, lambs and lighter nights and mornings. We have been watching weekly live
lambing sessions from the Warriner Farm. Our first session was amazing as we were
able to see triplets and then twins- you can imagine the excitement!
‘Fun Forest School’
We have really enjoyed forest school this term. It
was great to have everyone back together enjoying
the great outdoors. Seeing their smiles and hearing
their laughter has been wonderful!
As a school, we are part of the Woodland Trust school
scheme (thank you, Mrs Williams). We have been
planting a range of trees (Hawthorn, Hazel, Dogwood
and Dog rose) to form new hedging.
The children absolutely loved this and were very excited by the ‘historical aspect’ that they
would be able to come back in few years and see the trees that they had planted.

Spring Art
We have really enjoyed art this term and
have loved exploring with the gorgeous
spring colours. One of our favourite lessons
was going outside to do some ‘observation
drawing’. We are very lucky to have a
wonderful school with great grounds.

Literacy

What a brilliant few weeks we have had in literacy. I have been blown away by the children’s enthusiasm, passion and motivation. They have created outstanding spring poems full of incredible language and beautiful illustrations to follow. They have ‘thrown’ themselves into their writing and I could not be more proud.
I think you will agree just how brilliant their poems are… (If you would like to see them please let me know)
To warm us up, we looked at a range of spring images and came up with different descriptive features to describe them. The vocabulary was outstanding!

Oak Class
We have had a fantastic few weeks in Oak class with lots of laughter and learning. It has been so delightful to
have the children back in class and seeing them smiling and happy to be back.
As part of our topic
and science the
children created
their own iconic
item from New
York. They planned,
built and evaluated
their project and
then experimented
with various
electrical circuits.

The children had
great fun and once
they had worked
out the best circuit
for their models,
they were able to
illuminate each
one in their own
way. Take a look –
they are fabulous!

Outdoor Spring Poetry
We made the most of the beautiful weather and
took our Literacy learning outside.
The children were given the structure
‘Number – Adjective – Alliteration—Noun’
to create effective number poetry using objects they
could find in the school grounds.

Shakespeare Art
We marked Shakespeare week in school.
Oak made some Shakespeare portraits. They had a choice of styles:
cartoon, pop art, abstract, collage or traditional.
They really enjoyed it and put in so much effort to produce some
great finished pieces.

Cartoon Shakespeare by Hattie H.
Oil Pastel Shakespeare by Penny K.

Dear Parents/Carers
I hope that you and all of your loved ones continue to be safe and well.
Another Term has passed with more restrictions on us all, but especially trying for all who
have been working and home-schooling at the same time! Again our school has been
supportive and the education of our children has continued – perhaps not in the way we
would all like it to be but nevertheless moving forward and preparing pupils for the return
to full-time school. Again our thanks must go to all the staff that have worked so hard to
keep the school going during this difficult time. We can but hope that this will be the last of
the lockdowns and that the Summer Term will be able to run as normally as the restrictions
will allow.
As governors we have been meeting and discussing with Jane and the staff how they are
coping with the changes and how to move forward to improve the learning of our children.
Obviously our physical visits into the school, which are part of the highlights of the governor
role, are having to be done ‘virtually’ at the moment. To this end we have conducted ‘visits’
to look at SEND, the Curriculum, and Teaching and Learning and reported back to the Academy Committee.
We are also very pleased to welcome a new Governor who has recently moved to Sibford
and very kindly agreed to join our Academy Committee – The Reverend Neil Bowler. Reverend Bowler has had many years experience as a Governor and we look forward to him
sharing his expertise and knowledge with us all. However we do still have other Governor
posts that are vacant and so I will ask once again that all of you will consider becoming a
governor, as this is a great opportunity to bring your insights and experience to help to
develop our school. Alternatively you may know of someone in either our school or local
community who might be sufficiently interested to volunteer – we meet six times a year,
with three training sessions, and visits into the school. I can reassure anyone considering
volunteering that, although it is quite a commitment in terms of time, it is still an incredibly
rewarding opportunity to be involved with the growth and improvement of our school.
If you or anyone you know is interested in volunteering to help please contact me via the
school office or Catherine Musgrove, Clerk to WMAT, at c.musgrove@warriner.oxon.sch.uk
– we would both be delighted to tell you more about the role.
With very kind regards and best wishes from all of the Governors.

Paul Manthorpe
Chair of Governors

HAPPY EASTER !

