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Dear Parents & Carers, 

The first weeks of the school year have flown by and it is hard to believe that we are already at the 

end of this half-term.  The children have settled well into their new classes and it was lovely to        

welcome so many of you into school this week to talk with the teachers.  We will be beginning to   

invite parents & carers into school to see their child’s class assembly too, in a welcome return to     

normal times.  Willow Class assembly is scheduled for next half-term with other class assemblies being 

timetabled for after Christmas.  We are also hoping that many of you will be able to join us for a 

morning carol service at the church in Sibford Gower on Thursday 15th December.  Everyone is      

invited. 

There are some new after-school enrichment clubs beginning next half-term.  Karate and French will 

continue (with new attendees welcome) and we are adding football, netball, creative writing and a 

‘mindfulness’ club too.   

Our wraparound childcare provision is looking fairly healthy at the moment in terms of pupil numbers.  

Do remember that you must have formally registered your child for Breakfast Club and After School 

Care before you will be able to book any sessions. 

Learning enrichment in school time has been fun too, with the children taking part in activities linked 

to Black history month, welly-walks around the village, a visit to the church as part of R.E, sporting 

events at Sibford School and, of course, the Year 5 & 6 residential at Condover Hall. 

While we are looking forward to welcoming Mrs Humphrey back after the half-

term break, we are very sad to say good-bye to Miss Campbell.  She stepped in 

seamlessly at short notice, providing a very secure educational and pastoral start 

for the children in her care.  I am sure that all Oak Class parents will join staff and 

children here in thanking her for all her hard work and in wishing her well. 

On behalf of all the staff here, I wish you a safe and happy half-term holiday. 

With warmest wishes, 

Jane O’Sullivan (Headteacher) 

Best Class Attendance this half 

term:  

Beech & Oak              

98% 

 Children return 

to school on  

Monday 31st October 

 

 

Condover Hall was Amazing! 







 

Beech Class  

As scientists, we carried out an investiga-
tion to see if a variety of materials to were  
absorbent or not.   
We then compared how absorbent they 
were by measuring how much liquid they 
absorbed. We took special measures to 

As artists, we focused on, ‘Continuous 
Line drawings.’ This was a wonderfully 
mindful exercise. The children said it 
helped them to focus in more on the  
details of the objects they were drawing.  

 

We then went outside to gather inspiration from nature. We played with the objects to create new shapes and 
patterns and discussed how even ordinary things like twigs and pebbles might be interesting when you really 
look at them. We took the objects back to the classroom and explored composition and arrangements on table-
tops.   We didn’t fasten anything down. We just played with the compositions. Here are some examples.  
 
Can you figure out what each child made? 

We discussed the idea that artists are often collectors and explorers. We 
looked at a couple of artists with the intention of enabling the children to 
understand that by exploring our environments with “fresh eyes” and  
curiosity we can find inspiration for our artwork.  



 

As historians,  we asked the question, ‘Why were ancient buildings built?’ 

This session we focused on ancient castles from around the world. We looked at the purpose of each aspect of 

the castle. We then used a range of construction materials to build castles as part of a team. Each group shared 

the safety features of their castle.  

Some Beech children enjoying books from 

our book corner! 



Willow Class 

What a wonderful term we have had. It has been full of excitement, engagement and hard work. We 

have enjoyed getting to know each other and becoming a Willow Class family!  

Autumn Day in Willow 
Class 

We have taken full of advantage 
of the beautiful autumnal weath-
er. We produced some beautiful 
artwork using natural leaves and 
pastels; this then inspired us to 
create our very own ‘Autumn 

Poems’.  
As a class, we agreed that 

‘Autumn’ is one of our favourite 
seasons and very much enjoyed 
our Autumn themed activities 

throughout the term.  

An exciting delivery… This term, we have been reading 

‘How to train your dragon’ by Cressida Cowell. She found out 
that we were reading her fabulous book and she wrote to us…  
You can imagine the excitement when her letter came addressed 
to Willow Class! The children were so engaged and excited, they 
decided to write back to her.  

‘National Poetry Day’- Thursday 6th October 
We had a wonderful week celebrating ‘National Poetry 

Day’.  It was lovely to focus on a different style of writing 
and explore many different themes of poems.                  

This inspired us, to create two poems ourselves; a simile 
poem with verses and an acrostic autumn poem with      

alliteration.  We have been very busy and enjoyed sharing 
our wonderful poems with each  other.  

The Battle of Edgehill 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our topic this term; we have 
explored locations and got lost in maps and atlas (for 
hours!), we have learnt about the English Civil War in great 
detail and very much enjoyed learning about the 
‘Roundheads’ and the ‘Cavaliers’, and finally, we created 
our very own re-enactment of the BATTLE.  

Cavaliers Roundheads 



    Oak Class 

This half-term, Oak Class have been finding out about the adventures of the explorer Ernest Shackleton and   
Antarctica.  We started this topic with an exploration of ice.  We asked lots of questions and made and tested 

predictions, explain our reasoning by linking what we observed to things we already knew. Our class of 
’scientists’ then recorded the things that they had noticed and learned in their own diagrams. 

We measured the 
water displacement 
when we added the 
chunks of ice.        
As the ice melted 
the level only 
changed a tiny bit. 

The children’s responses to  the 
homework brief were really varied.  
Buster’s sledge was great fun to 
test.  

The cakes looked great 

The mixed-media models were amazing!  Let’s hope that 
the walrus catches the scent of the polar bear before it’s 
too late! 

Some children were 
inspired to carry out 
more investigations at 
home. 



Black History Month 

Willow Class also explored Black History Month.  They created fact files about significant people and 
events from the African diaspora and produced some very careful artwork.  Some of the people they 
found out about are; Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks, Mary Seacole, Barak Obama and Harriet Tubman. 

A group of Oak children worked 
collaboratively to make this ‘pop 
art’ image of Nelson Mandela. 

 

Some of the important people 
the children researched. 

And another famous Black 
world leader 

Harriet Tubman was an American abolitionist 
and social activist. Born into slavery, Tubman es-
caped and subsequently made some 13 missions 
to    rescue approximately 70 enslaved people,         

including family and friends, using the network of 
antislavery activists and safe houses known as the 

Underground Railroad. 

Mary Seacole 
Barack Obama 

Some careful observation 



 

Year 5 & 6 residential at Condover Hall 
The children from Oak Class had a wonderful time at Condover Hall.  Huge thanks to Miss Grantham, 
Mrs Gardner and Mrs Williams for looking after them during the trip. And to Ms Mannix in the school 
office for all the administrative work and communications with Condover that made it possible too. 

These are just a few of the things 

the children got up to at Condover. 



THANK YOU P.T.A   

For supporting with our MacMillan Coffee morning which raised a wonderful £160 

For organising the Cauliflower Cards fundraiser which made a further £186 

For organising the Bonfire Night which we are looking forward to. 

Brilliant! 
PTA still need a couple more helpers for Bonfire Night.    

If you would like to find out more about what this would involve, please contact; 
Ali Smith seaecho10@gmail.com  or Charlotte Watkins chirpie34@hotmail.com  

WOMBAT SCHOOL COUNCIL 
The children have now elected their School Council class representatives.  The council have met to 

agree roles and responsibilities and to set their schedule for monthly meetings with the Headteacher 

across the school year.  We will share more WOMBAT news as we get down to business after the   

holiday.   

The initial focus will be on identifying Hot Spots (things we love about our school) and Grot Spots 

(areas of the school where we think some improvement is needed). This will then feed into the School 

Development Plan so we can ensure any concerns raised are addressed. 

Dear Sibford Gower Endowed Community, 

I would like, on behalf of the governing body, to wish all parent/carers, staff members 
and children a restful and enjoyable October half term.  

It has been an exceptionally busy but incredibly positive first term for the school .  I know how much 
will be happening in school next term with many exciting learning opportunities so please do try 
and rest and come back full of energy. 

A message from Alex Greenhalgh, Chair of Governors 

Why is it so important that my child arrives at school on time? 

Why is it so important that my child arrives at school on time? Why is it so important that my child arrives at school on time? 

Good attendance and punctuality at school are so important 
for children.  Although missed learning is more  obvious 
when children are absent for whole days, the impact of   
persistent lateness in terms of learning opportunities lost 
may surprise you.  Although lateness will occasionally be 
unavoidable, when it occurs more frequently, it can leave 
your child feeling anxious and unsettled about what they 
may have missed.   

Our school day begins at 8.40 a.m and children will be en-
gaged in learning activities of some description from this time.  
Please help us to provide the best possible education for your 
child by ensuring that they arrive at school for 8:40 a.m. 
 
Please do remember that we also operate a Breakfast Club from 8 o’clock each morning where children can 
begin the day in a calm and safe environment playing with friends.  For more details about this provision, please 
look on the school website at:  http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/early-birds.html  
 

Minutes late per day Equivalent of missing 

5 Minutes 3.4 school days a year 

10 Minutes 6.9 school days a year 

15 Minutes 10.3 school days a year 

20 Minutes 13.8 school days a year 

30 Minutes 20.7 school days a year 
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