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Dear Parents & Carers,

We have all enjoyed the second half of the Autumn term here at school. It has been a very long term in
terms of weeks, but seems to have flown by. As always, the children have been very engaged in lots of
interesting learning exploring themes that have taken us all over the world and back in time.

Acorn Class: ‘What do you want to be?’ Our thanks to all those parents who came in to talk with the
children about their jobs; what an interesting and talented bunch you are! And ‘Celebrations’ at home
around the world. Beech Class: Arctic Explorers. Willow Class: The Roman Invasion of Britain. Oak Class:
The Ancient Greeks.

As you will see from this newsletter, all manner of curriculum enrichment activities have been going on
across the school too, from the KS1 Dance Festival, to Spots & Stripes Art Day, to Tree Dressing Day in
honour of the huge oak tree in the Old School playground. This last event was one of many suggested by
Mrs Williams to include in our application for a Woodland Trust Award.

We have an unavoidable delay to the development of the school mosaic but | have been assured that
things will begin to move forward in the new Year. Thank you for all your donations.

Christmas time has now arrived, with all the excitement this brings. Our thanks to all of you who were
able to join us for the Christmas Carol Service at the church. On behalf of everyone here at school, | wish
you a very happy holiday, however you may celebrate. We look forward to welcoming the

children back into school in the New Year. N
With warmest wishes,

)

Jane O’Sullivan, Headteacher

o Thanks to the generosity of
A ETD@@]:@@ ﬁ@ F[P@(d:' D[m[mS parent, Mr Steve Westmore,
through his company Tree
Frontiers, we were able to plant a
brand new oak tree in our school
grounds. This was organised to
mark the school’s 400th
anniversary. Our hope had been
that ex-governor and pupil, Mr
Fred Inns, would be able to plant
the tree with us. Sadly, Fred
passed away and so we have now ¢
planted the tree in his memory.
The whole school gathered to do
this and it felt like a fitting tribute
to this local man who had a
lifelong connection with, and
commitment to, our school.

Best Class Attendance this half term

Children return to school on ”justa

Beech Class 96% || Tuesday 7th January remsder.
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Another fantastic term in Acorn Class has just whizzed by! This term our topic has been ‘Who are you?". This unit explores the different
roles that people have within the local community and further afield. We have been so lucky to have many visitors to Acorn Class over
the past few weeks - read on to find out more!

Bag of Clues

Before each visit we
used a special ‘bag of
clues’ with carefully
chosen items, giving us a
clue about the job the
class were going to find
out about. The children
were invited to look,
touch and talk about the
objects inside. This
multi-sensory approach

Our visiting vet showed us some real

encouraged them to ask x-rays (so exciting!), how to bandage
questions and make a hurt animal and how to care for our
comments to further their pets if they are poorly. We then
unslerstanding .and created a mini-vets role play to carry
increase their on caring for animals after the visit.
vocabulary.

We were lucky enough to take a trip by
aeroplane as two of our parents are a pilot
and cabin crew team! We leamed how to
deliver the safety briefing and saw what
take off and landing lookslike from the
pilot's window at the front of the plane! We
loved trying on the uniforms and thought
they were super smart!

One morning we saw some flashing blue lights arrive at school! We have had some super musicians to visit us too -

What was going on? No, it wasn't a real emergency - but it was we got the chance to listen to some live music, have
a real firefighter! We were able to radio through to control (for a go at playing the violin and conducting with a
real!), to try on the uniform, pretend to rescue someone from baton and even compose a piece of music to be
water, learn the ‘stop, drop, roll’ technique and even wave performed by our visitor!

goodbye with the blues and twos blaring!

o

love to wish you a Happy Christmas and very
Merry Festive Season! We look forward to lots of

-t And finally... from all of the Acorn Team, we would
|| fantastic leaming adventures in the New Year!

]




Beech Class News

PE News: We visited the Warriner School to attend the KS1 Dance
festival with lots of schools from the locality. It was PE linked with

Julia Donaldson  Axel Schoffler

literacy. The theme was focused on the Julia Donaldson book,
‘Charlie Cooks Favourite Book.” The children behaved beautifully
and had a lovely, and very energetic,time.

We also
participated in
the NOSSP Cross
Country running
event.
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Science: This term in science, the children learned about

animals. They learned to identify and name a range of common
animals, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.
The children also learned about different types of diets and

identified animals that were carnivores, herbivores and
omnivores. They described and compared the structure of
different animals, including pets, and talked about how
animals were the same and different.

Geography/History: We have been learning about The Arctic.
We have used maps to locate the Arctic, explored Arctic animals
and learned about the climate there. We went back in time to
see what explorers wore in the past and compared the equipment
and resources they had to those of modern day explorers.




Maths: Number Bonds and Fact Families

This term in KS1, we are focusing on number bonds and fact families, which are very
important for your child’s maths learning. Knowing number bonds helps children add and
subtract more quickly and confidently. Fact families help children understand how numbers
are related and support problem-solving. We practise these skills regularly in class, and

quick recall will help your child as maths becomes more challenging.

Writing: As writers, we studied Polar Bears
in their natural habitat and wrote reports
on them. The children have been learning
how to write simple sentences using capital
letters and full stops. We have been
practising spelling common words and
saying our sentences out loud before
writing them down. They are learning to
write carefully and check their work

Art: To raise funds for, ‘Children in Need,” we had Spots and
Stripes Day at school. What a special day it was! We had several

art activities themed around spots and stripes. including
watercolour painting and making stripy animal collages.
Our finished watercolour display looks lovely.




WILLOW CLASS NEWS

What a wonderful day we had. Watching the children’s little faces
and smiles, as we round up all the things that we have learned over
the half-term in creative and practical ways makes these days’

) worth it!

We started our day by tasting a range of different ‘Roman Foods’. This was great fun. | was
very proud of the children for trying new foods, especially olives! We then designed our
own Roman menu. YUM.!

“I loved the green olives”- Faris

“The bread was delicious!” Paisley

After this, we created our very own Roman shields. We thought hard about our designs and
what they would look like. We were delighted with the finished results.




Rosie- “I loved the bread; it was my
favourite”

Lola- “I liked making the Roman
Shields.”

a Mylo -“The best part of the day was

making my shield; | liked my
pattern. It has been the best day so
far!”

Paisley- “I enjoyed learning about
the Roman ALL day, it was so fun”




Oak Class News

Our newsletter this term, focuses on Art & Design. In our weekly art lessons, , we have
explored the work of designers who work with font and typography. For inspiration, we
investigated the work of Louise Fili who is a pioneer in establishing herself as a woman rec-
ognised for her work in typography.

The children began by cutting different shapes in different sizes from black sugar paper.
They then arranged these to make letters—creating their names in the first instance.




Children in Oak Class created beautiful prints in honour of the large oak tree in our play-

ground. The theme was the Oak Tree in Winter and we were impressed with how different each
print looks, as the children develop their own individual style as artists. Here are a few examples
of their work which is currently on display in the school hall.
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Oak Class had great fun
during their Woodland
Day, exploring in ‘the
great outdoors ‘with
their classmates.




This year we are enriching the children’s experience at school
For the love of trees... by including a number of activities and ‘happenings’ linked to
trees and nature. These will go towards our application for a Woodland Trust Green Tree School’s
Award which is being coordinated by Mrs Williams. Here are some examples from this term .

Some examples
of woodland In-
spired artwork
that children
brought in after

half-term break.

THANK YOU

DRESS A TREE DAY

We have lots of beautiful trees in our school grounds, but one is particularly important to our children as
they play around it every day, across all the seasons of the year. This is the huge oak tree which has
stood in the Old School playground for decades now.

To celebrate this wonderful tree we held a ‘Tree Dressing Day’
Our Oak Tree with a special assembly. We read a story of ‘The Oak Tree’

By Willow Class which took the children through the hundreds of years of an
oak tree's life and the importance of each stage to children,
animals and plants, revisiting what they have learned about the
Norman’s and Tudors and about habitats and growth.
pril brings lovely catkins and Stella read aloud a class acrostic poem created by Willow Class

fresh green leaves. espeually for the occasion.

Outside in our playground the oak
tree stands tall.

King of all trees. X @n‘ T __ Oak tree Haiku

; 2 : Snow is gone at last.

Tall and strong, that is you. ' : iy The young buds start peeping out.
S i x Life grows in the tree.

Roots that are sturdy and bark

. The oak tree stands tall,
that is gnarly.

: 38 Protecting us from the heat
very Autumn, an abundance of R L g A Like a guardian.

acorns fall to feed Paisley’s pigs.
ISey’spig Oh, the mighty wind,

Everyone in our school feels safe | Y S 7 ((UAL. | Whispering and echoing:
and happy around YOU! == £ The oak tree’s its voice.

Snow falls on the tree,

Each class brought a gift created by the children to present to the Defend me from the snowflakes.
tree as an act of gratitude. Acorn brought a paperchain A storm comes our way.
illustrated with acts of kindness, Beech brought some heart

bunting, with each heart listing gifts that trees give us, such as fruit H ]U I b

and paper. ﬁﬁ'

Willow’s gift was bunting made up of pictures of the oak tree drawn Qé

by each child. Oak children wrote a haiku celebrating the Oak tree in

each season of the year and we threaded these into bunting. After
the assembly we took these outside to give to the tree and gave
three cheers in celebration.

A
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On Children in Need Day, we had a morning of art across the school on the broad theme of Spots &
Stripes. One of the activities for KS2 children was printmaking. We used polystyrene tiles for our
designs and made 3 colour prints by adding detail between each printing, or by cutting areas of the tile
away. As well as being a really interesting activity which involved problem solving and creativity, the
results are stunning. Here are some examples of work by children aged 7 to 11.
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The ‘reveal’ of what
each image looked
like and how it had
changed between
each colour print
was really exciting.

worked through to the darkest. Where we removed

or pressed areas of the polystyrene, we were left with _

the previous colour. This project was so interesting = e : oo We raised
and all the children were really engaged throughout. e - - £65.34




SEN at Sibford Gower

We had our first ‘SEN Coffee Morning’ of the year, which was lovely
(and to see some new faces!). It is important to us here at Sibford

Gower that we build a community for all.

One key focus this year, is parent/carer voice within our SEN community. Alongside our

families, we created a questionnaire regarding the experience of children with SEN.

Thank you all for your responses.

We value all feedback.

OXSIT Autumn 25 Inclusion Briefing

Principles of Positive Behaviour

As a staff, we understand and recognise that things changes constantly and it our duty
and care to make sure we are on top of training, learning and the use of evidence-based
approaches and strategies to support our children.

This term, members of staff have attended the following training course and meetings.
Supporting beginner learners using EAL (English as an Additional Language)

SENCO team meeting with other SENCOs within the academy.

Adaptive teaching, with WMAT colleagues

Christmas is a busy time for all, with lots of change and different things happening. This can

be overwhelming for many. Please see below some SEN friendly events that might support

with the upcoming festive time.

Wheels For All SEND Session- 360
Supportive, safe and
inclusive cycling
sessions. All are
welcome; no diagnosis

or referral required.

On the first Friday of
every month 6:30pm
until 8:30pm

Christmas SEND Party

Friday Sth December, &:30-

Siblings and other family B300m

members are welcome
to join in too- Every
Saturday 11am-1pm,

360
N’

Where is it? Witney,
0X28 1DX

The Light- Banbury Fairytale Farm

Chipping Norton

They have many ‘Family
Special’ events.

It is a relaxed, family
event- perfect for
children who need to
move whilst watching!

CEeebies Panto 2026: Cinderello .\h ae)
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News from our WOMBAT School Council

Our wonderful WOMBATS
led a whole school
assembly to introduce their environ-
mental theme for the year, ‘Protect
our Local Wildlife’ and to launch
their poster competition. There was
a prize for the winning entry from
each class. This year they had some
beautiful books as prizes.

Acorn: Chloe
Willow: Isen And the

runner-up
posters
were great

£00.4 th@ too!

Depds o

It was very
hard to decide

I D : on these

winners

— = 0 ASCCHRISTMAS PARTY
As always, the ASC Christmas

party was great fun, with great
food. Thank you Miss Coffey
and Mrs Williams.
For details of ASC’s terms and
conditions, please look on the
' school website at
1 https://www.sibford-
ﬁ ‘ gower.oxon. sch uk/after-school-

care.html
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Reading at home every day plays a vital role in your child’s success in primary school. Regular reading helps children
build strong language skills, improve their vocabulary, and develop confidence in understanding what they read. It also
strengthens concentration and supports learning across all subjects, not just English. A few minutes of shared reading

each day can foster a love of books, reinforce classroom learning, and create positive, meaningful routines at home.

Attendance and Punctuality Matter

As we reach the end of another busy half-term, we’d like to gently remind families of the
importance of both good attendance and punctuality. Being in school every day, on time, helps
children feel settled, confident and ready to learn from the very start of their Reception year.

Even small amounts of missed learning add up. Regular absences or frequent lateness can make it
harder for children to keep up with new skills, stay connected with classroom routines, and
maintain strong friendships. Arriving late can also leave children feeling rushed or unsettled, which
can affect their well-being throughout the day.

Thank you for working with us to ensure your child is here, on time, every day. Your support makes
a big difference to their learning, happiness and success.

To remind yourselves of our Attendance Policy, please look on the school website at

Bonfire Night and Firework Display

This annual event, organised by our wonderful P.T.A was a
huge success. Thank you so much to everyone who helped
to organise and run this event—you did an amazing job!
And to everyone who turned up to join in the fun.

The children in Willow Class created
some beautiful pastel firework pictures.
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THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS

It has now become a school tradition to participate

in the annual Christmas Tree Festival at the church in
Sibford. The theme this year was ‘The heart of Christmas’. Each
child from Years 1 to 6 filled a little heart shaped book with
writing and drawings about the things they love most about
Christmas, so that they could share these with anyone who
decided to look inside. The angel was drawn by Eli Neill from
Willow Class and it’s wings were made from collaged paper
designed by the children in 3
Acorn Class. We honoured
our Sustainability Pledge by
buying a second-hand tree
from a charity shop and
using off-cuts of coloured
paper to decorate our
hearts. The children loved
reading everybody’s books.

What a fantastic sporting term it has been. We have taken part in some great tournaments and
look forward to our planned events in the New Year. All the children represented the school
brilliantly, showing amazing teamwork, resilience and perseverance. We feel very proud of them.

Beech Class went to the Dance Festival
at the Warriner. The theme was based
on the book, ‘Charlie Cook’s favourite
book’ by Julia Donaldson. They danced
enthusiastically, exploring the move-
ments of the various character roles .

¥ (hatlie Cooky Dodge Ball Success!
b Bk What a fabulous time at dodgeball.
The children enjoyed every moment
and were super excited to show off
their new learnt skills!

- TRINETIE R
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This year’s nativity performance by the children of New School was called 'The Nativity’!

This annual event is one of the highlights of the school year and the very first time some of
our children have performed in front of an audience. They did a wonderful job and it was a
privilege to see the way their confidence grew from the first rehearsal to the final show.

Huge thanks to all the New School staff for making this happen so well, and a special mention
for Mrs Evans who did such a wonderful job organising the costumes.




It was such a treat to have the whole school

community back together again for the Christmas

Carol Service, now that the refurbishment work
has been completed. The church looked lovely
and the children did a wonderful job. Thank you
to all the families and friends who joined us, to
the church team for the refreshments and to
Revd. Emily for her Christmas blessing.

A CHRISTMAS FEAST
Christmas Lunch was excellent!
Our thanks to Tina and Jodie for all
their hard work in preparing this.
Thanks too to our wonderful P.T.A
for providing the crackers and the
Christmas tree. Afterwards, there
was time for some games,
colouring and television while the
rain poured down outside.




