SCHOOL NEWS

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a wonderful final half-term here at school. Although
learning continues right up until the very end of the academic year,
this term is always filled with special events, important celebrations
and plenty of memorable moments.

As always, we say goodbye to our fantastic Year 6 pupils with mixed

emotions. Many of them have been part of our school community for

the past seven years, and it has been a privilege to watch them grow . N Rl

and develop during that time. While we are sad to see them leave, we = = ' § | 4 :

are incredibly proud of all they have achieved and excited about the o i" E ,
7§ i y 4 Y

opportunities and experiences that lie ahead for them. They are a

wonderful and diverse group of young people who will undoubtedly

go on to do great things. They will be greatly missed by us all. Summer Sustalnablllty
We are also looking forward to welcoming new children and families W T ;
into our school community, both in Reception and Nursery, as they ' |\ J —

begin their own journey with us.

| could not be more proud of our dedicated staff team, who go above

and beyond every day to provide the very best education and care for

our children. Their commitment, professionalism and willingness to

continually develop their practice ensure that our pupils receive the

highest quality experience possible. | know they greatly appreciate the

encouragement and support that you show them throughout the year.

| would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
continued support of the school, including your understanding and
positive response to the partial school closure during the recent
heatwave. We truly value the strength of our partnership with families
and appreciate the way we work together to support every child. Best Class Attendance

As we move forward into the new academic year, our staff team this half term:
remains very stable. The only small change will be in Oak Class, where
Mrs Humphrey will reduce her timetable by one day and Mr Cameron 972%
will increase his by one day. There is no change in class teachers—
simply a slight adjustment to their working patterns.

Please read on to find out more about some of the learning, achieve- Child i i .
ments and exciting events that have taken place across the school Leltelal s ite) \“&e\'l
during this final half-term. school on Thursday R&mf;‘-’:
School reopens for children on Thursday 3 September, with a short 3rd September

two-day week to help everyone settle back into routines.

On behalf of myself and everyone at school,

I would like to wish you and your families a Please remember to look on the

wonderful, restful summer holiday. f information page of the school

With warmest regards, website: www.sibford-
gower.oxon.sch.uk

or in the weekly bulletin for more
events and dates.

Jane O'Sullivan,
Headteacher



http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk

Oh my goodness, how are we in July already? This term has fiown by. well, it does when you're having fun in Acorn Class anyway! We
have explored what happens in summer and how people and animals adapt at this time of year. We have even blasted into space to find
out what is beyond the earth by looking at the sun, moon and the planets within the solar system. Read on to find out more!

Amazing Animals
We had a fantastic start to the term with our visit

to Cotswold Wildlife Park. The children had a
wonderful day exploring animals from around the
world, including penguins, meerkats, camels, ring-
tailed lemurs, giraffes and rhinos. A ride on the
train was a real highlight, giving us a different view
of the park, and everyone enjoyed cooling down
with a well-earned ice lolly. It was a memorable
day filled with excitement, discovery and lots of
smiles!

'enloyed expemnenﬂng with different pnntlng toehnlquesand seelngmeeﬂmlhey couldcreate Thlstelm we have
also explored the role of water in art by creating foil transfer prints and using marbling techmquestopfoduce vibrant,
uniqueplanets.Thechllwenloveddlswveﬂng howdlﬂerentmateﬂalsandprooessescanbeusedbmateexdﬂm




” To the Outdoor Area...And beyond! (

. Our outdoor area has been full of exploration and imagination this term. The Nursery children took great pride in helping
to plant up the planters. while an unexpected visit from a toad sparked lots of excitement and discussion about the
wildlife we share our environment with. Water play has provided endless opportunities for investigation and imaginative |
play, whether splashing in the tuff tray. bathing dolls or creating rivers for boats. The mud kitchen has also been a firm
favourite for making delicious "picnic" feasts. We have also taken our learning about space outdoors, using a giant
‘ inflatable solar system before working together to create our own large-scale solar system, complete with an asteroid ?

belt, on the 'big’ playground. )

Keeping cool with lots
of water activities! 1
Building giant
ball runs involves lots of

problem solving talk and
collaboration.

Reception Graduation

i It is hard to believe another year has come
to an end. Our Reception Graduation is

always a very special occasion, giving us
the opportunity to celebrate all that the
children have achieved and share this

¥ milestone with their families. It has been a
joy to watch each and every one of them
flourish, and we are so proud of the kind,
confident and enthusiastic learners they

have become. We wish each and every one
of them the very best as they move on to
Beech Class and begin the next exciting
chapter of their school journey and can't

wait to see what they achieve next! Oh, and

the ice cream wasn't bad either!
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Music and Art — Collaboration and
Community: This term, Beech Class have
been exploring the link between music and
art, focusing on how they can inspire and

influence each other. Children were

investigating the question: What is the
connection between art and music?
They developed their creativity through
drawing, painting and sculpture, using
colour, texture, line and shape to express
ideas and respond to music. They were
also learning about a range of artists, craft
makers and designers, comparing styles
and reflecting on their own work.

History: & Careers: We were delighted to
welcome Dr. Gill, Hector’s mum and a lecturer at
the University of Edinburgh, to our class. Dr. Gill
teaches about the history of buildings and is a
researcher and author. She shared a presentation
about her job and how she studies historic
buildings and discovers stories from the past.

The children were incredibly curious and asked lots
of thoughtful questions throughout the session.
Dr. Gill was very impressed with the children's
enthusiasm and their excellent questions. It was a
wonderful opportunity to learn about an exciting
career and to find out more about the history of
buildings.

Beech Class visit to The Story Museum

Beech Class enjoyed a memorable and enriching trip, travelling by coach to Oxford. Upon arrival,

we walked to the museum, where we were warmly welcomed by our tour guide, Kay.

The day began with a captivating city walk through Oxford. As they explored the historic
streets, Kay brought Alice in Wonderland to life through an engaging live retelling. The children
enthusiastically took part by acting out key moments of the story in real locations, including a
stop near the famous Alice Shop and a series of imaginative games outside Christ Church.



Following a well-earned lunch back at the museum, the children took part in a storytelling
workshop led by Kay. Using a range of engaging props, she introduced the story of Mouse,
Deer and Tiger. The children then worked collaboratively in groups to create and perform their

own interpretations of the story, demonstrating impressive confidence and creativity.

The experience continued at the Small Worlds Gallery, where the children immersed
themselves in imaginative role play as bus drivers, chefs and musicians.

The visit concluded with the journey back to school, with children reflecting on a day filled with

creativity, collaboration and adventure across the city of Oxford.



Willow’s Summer Newsletter

What a wonderful year it has been!

This year has been filled with learning, excitement, achievement and fun. The children have blos-
somed and grown in confidence, both academically and emotionally. Each child has achieved
many personal goals, and | am incredibly proud of every one of them.

We have thoroughly enjoyed our final term together, making the most of our summer learning
and creating many happy memories along the way.

Our Sustainability Stall Journey

We have really enjoyed making our items for our sustainability stall. The children were ex-
tremely creative with their ideas and designs and made the most wonderful bird feeders, bee
hotels and wooden hangers.

Then, we made a
shopping list of the
ingredients needed...

...and we collected our
‘recycled tins’ (thank you
Willow Families)

We used a range of
books to support us with
our research into the
best food for birds and
materials for bug hotels.

< -

We measured and mixed our bird seed
with lard. Although slightly smelly and
gooey- it was great fun!




We created labels for our bird feeders

then added coloured wool for hanging!

We worked with the saws
to create our wonderful
bee/bug hotels.

And then we were ready to
set up our stall in the wild-
flower area for the
WOMBAT inspired
Sustainability Fair.

The food was excellent and the party
culminated with possibly the most epic
water pistol fight in the long history of
our little school! The perfect way to cool
down on a hot day. Huge thanks to the
wonderful Miss Coffey for -

all the hard work she put *ﬁ

into organising this. There l vy -
was an excellent turn-out € % *
and this will have been a ", .
really memorable event for f
our children. Wonderful! Al

[




Oak Class News

We were lucky enough to take part in a Mosaic workshop which linked to our beautiful mosaic
that is now displayed in the playground. The children talked about the different sorts of
mosaics, how they were used in history and the different materials that are used.

They then designed and produced their own mosaic coasters.

To furnish their stall at the Sustainability Fair, the children designed and printed (using recyclable mate-
rials), some beautiful cards inspired by nature and sustainability. They are becoming expert printers,
and were very pleased with the finished results.




Desigh &Technology

The brief for our D&T project this term was to design, make, test and evaluate a fairground ride
linked to our Victorian topic. As always, the children did a brilliant job of pulling all their
knowledge together and applying it to produce their own fairground ride.

Year 6 Trip
Our intrepid Year
6 children chose

swimming and
the Climbing Wall
for their special
end of year
leavers treat this
year. How bold
ad brave they
have become!
Definitely ready
for secondary

Oak Class created this fabulous collage of
Shackleton’s ‘Endurance’ as one of their
transition activities. Trust the process!

school.




SEN at Sibford- Summer 2026

As we share our final newsletter of the year, we would like to reflect on what has
been a successful year for SEN. We are proud of all that has been achieved and
would like to thank all our pupils, families, and staff for their hard work and commitment.

Thank you for your ongoing support throughout the year—we truly appreciate it and look
forward to another successful year ahead, working together and of course with many ‘coffee

mornings’ to follow.
SEN UPDATE

Parent and carer voice is important to us, and we value feedback to help
improve our provision. From September, there will be a new SENCO email
address for all SEND-related communication. Feedback and communication
will be monitored during my SENCO allocated time on Wednesday afternoons,
although this day may be subject to change depending on weekly events.

Senco@sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk

The only staff members with access to this email account are myself and Mrs O’Sullivan.
| hope this provides confidence when needing to communication personal needs, as well as
confidential questions and queries.

SEN and Physical Activity

As a group, our SEN children are thriving in PE and Sporting Events- an area that can very
overwhelming for many. They are all accessing PE and School Games events at a level that
suits them. With our inclusive approach, we have been able to channel these events into
positive experiences all for.

All SEN children have attended at least 1-3 events this year, which is wonderful and something
they should be very proud of! Cross Country, Football, Dodgeball, Climbing, Swimming.

Early Start SEN Jungle \':,D Summer Events
s SEN

g den bl 5‘L https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org S ess i ons

Early Start SEN Jungle Explorers R\ o

Morning Enjoy exdusve early access
with & limited number of.., 4

Inclusive sessions for a happier bouncel
Tigket incliscles one frge carer

Every Monday 6 - 7 PM

All Things Wild | Family Fun All Year

SEN Session - AirHop (formerly Jump In)

Adventure & Trampoline Park Enfield

THE L

: | |Quiet Time Sessions:
R AIN F O R E ST sfl;‘aD E:l]’)lme Your Way Thursday 30th July: 10:15am
€ xemm:’:;::mmer - 12:15pm, Friday 14th
August: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

. . . L. . Explore your way on our special relaxed day
Booking information - The Living Rainforest this summet!

The Wave

Relaxed Screenings | Autism Friendly m P.‘IW
Cinema | The Light Banbury "*1



https://www.allthingswild.co.uk/
https://www.airhop.co.uk/activities/sen-sessions/
https://www.airhop.co.uk/activities/sen-sessions/
https://www.roalddahlmuseum.org
https://livingrainforest.org/booking-information
https://banbury.thelight.co.uk/autism-friendly#relaxedshowtimes
https://banbury.thelight.co.uk/autism-friendly#relaxedshowtimes
https://thewavecoventry.com/

We were delighted to welcome Steve into

school to lead our very special Circus Day.
This began with a whole school assembly

where Steve showed off some of his skills.
Each class then had their own workshop

before we came together at the end of the

day for another assembly where every
child had the opportunity to showcase a
skill that they had learned.

Well done, everyone!




Gill and Cally from C.A.T.S. (Cotswold Arts Through Schools) have installed this beautiful mosaic based on
wildlife images drawn by the children and created from china donated by the school community. We
really cannot thank them enough for this lovely gift, planned as part of our 400th birthday celebrations.




Sports Newsletter

We are delighted to announce that we,
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School have achieved the
School Games Platinum Mark Award for the 2025/2026 academic year.
This is the ‘highest’ School Games sporting award you can achieve!

The School Games Mark is a Government-led

award scheme launched in 2012. It is facilitated

by the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for

their commitment to the development of sports

inclusion and competition across their school and

into the community. We are delighted to have

been recognised for our success. )LATINUM

We are extremely proud of our pupils for their
dedication to all aspects of school sport, including
those young volunteers and sports leaders who

made our competitions possible. & L
k!

As part of our National application, we were asked o

to provide evidence against intense and detailed J

criteria in the areas of participation, competition,

workforce and clubs, and we are pleased that the

hard work of everyone at our school has been re- 0 0 O
warded this year. ' h k

A huge thank you to our parent volunteers also,
we could not run events and clubs without your <><>
support and time- thank you!

A huge thank you to our Sports
Leaders. They have been absolutely
brilliant!

They have organised and led daily

lunch time sessions, contributed to

sporting decisions and ordering of

new equipment, as well as running
Sports Day.

THANK YOU x




SPORTS DAY

This year's Sports Day was possibly the best ever! It ran smoothly from start to finish, was both
competitive and inclusive, and everyone had great fun! Huge thanks to Mrs Davies and the staff
team, to our KS2 sports leaders who did the most incredible job, showing great sportsmanship and
encouraging everyone through out the event., to our wonderful PTA who organised refreshments
and ice lollies. It was wonderful to see so many parents, grandparents, friends and siblings arrive
for the lunchtime picnic. How fortunate we are to have school grounds that allow us to host family
events like this. Huge thanks to parent Tim Hearn for taking amazing photographs for us to share.




SPECIAL RECOGNITION GOES TO...

Holly Rutledge Lexi Holloway Eleanor Brace

THE WINNER OF THE THE WINNER OF THE
R ROWLEY CUp THE WINNER OF THE
CANEON G CEN RGP OLIVER BOYLES AWARD
FOR SPORTSMANSHIP FOR CREATIVITY
A FOR ENDEAVOUR
202526 202526

All of the children at our school are wonderful and all have their own unique qualities. There
was intense conversation around who these awards should go to this year. However, the three
winners above were agreed unanimously and we all felt they were well-deserved.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE (B 5.y
The new librarian at Hook Norton Library o ‘ E D
visited school to lead a special assembly N ’L'Ine
to launch the Summer Reading Challenge. o 2 T
” o EA
g
: ...with a FREE children’s reading challenge
% at your local Oxfordshire library!
! 4 July to 5 September 2026
% The Summer Reading Challenge 2026: Read 1w the Dear
i celebrates the joy of reading wich a theme inspired by
E music. Children can discover how books spark ereativity
. . . i and imagination.
A lot of our children take part in this every | g
year and it is such a great thing that they g Finish the challenge and get
feel a strong connection with the library. | your own medal and certificate!
It is such an important public service. H Look out for fantastic new
=11: . . ' books and activities at your
Instilling a. love of read.lng is one.of the by ‘% lbrary!
greatest gifts we can give our children. ﬂ"j -\
Please do suPport_your child to take part www.axfardshire.gov.uk/flibraries n“ sh
this year. www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
i ! -
It is absolutely FREE! m e OXFORDSHIRE




Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies
KS2 Summer performance

Our thanks to everyone who helped
with this production: Mr Cameron for
giving up his time to direct, Mrs
Downes and Mrs Williams for the
props and costume and all their work
behind the scenes, Mrs Humphrey
and Mrs Davies and, of course, our
wonderful children.

Huge thanks to our wonderful audiences.
It was warm, but it was worth it!




Sustainability and care for our environment has been woven through
our school year in all sorts of ways, with our WOMBAT School Coun-
cil leading a lot of this. We have a regular focus on learning about
and looking after our precious planet both through the curriculum
and through enrichment events such as Environment Day, Ocean
Day, Great Big Green Week, and so on. Children have been actively
litter-picking, recycling and conserving energy by switching off lights
and computers around the school too.

We are maintaining our credentials as

Friends of the Honey Bee by ensuring

there are plenty of wild flower areas
around the school to attract them.

Woodland Trust Green
Schools Award
We were delighted to
recently receive a Gold
Woodland Trust Award
in recognition of all that
we have done so far.
The role our wonderful
WOMBATS have played
in achieving this is
considerable.
Well done, WOMBATS!

All sorts of lovely creatures enjoying living on our school site. As
well as birds and insects attracted by all of our wildflowers and
trees, muntjac deer often visit the Orchard and the Big Field. We
have other visitors too.Children from Acorn Class recently planted
some flowers. It turned out the cool space behind the planter was
the perfect spot for a toad to rest. He felt heavy and cool in our
hands and we returned him to his safe place very quickly.
What an interesting and welcome visitor!

A big thankyou to everyone who
joined us for the WOMBATS
Sustainability Fair. It really was a
lovely event. All profits will go
% - | towards developing our outdoor

~|  Science and Well-Being area.

The fair raised £220 profit to go towards our outdoor Science & well-being area. Wonderful!
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café was a huge success and a
wonderful opportunity for our Year 6 pupils
to take on responsibility while helping to
make the day so special for

n everyone.

Boules
among the
shade of the trees

was a highlight!
Our :

collaborative art
project was inspired by
the colourful work of Henri
Matisse and together we
created Matisse's
Garden.




Whole School Collaborative Art Project

During Bastille Day, we learned about the French artist, Henri Matisse and his large-scale
beautiful, brightly coloured paper cut-out collages. The children decorated paper cut-outs of
flowers and leaves with brightly coloured oil pastels—a medium we don’t often use in school—
which we then arranged to make a collage ‘Garden for Matisse’,

Everyone contributed to the finished piece which is now hanging in the school hall.

RO

A huge well done to the children who performed at the Rocksteady summer concert.
It was hot....we were sweaty...but that’s rock & roll!
And the band members all looked impressively cool!

ORocksteady is on a mission to
amplify childrenQ@ self-belief through
inclusive, performance-based music

lessons, removing barriers so that
no child is left behind.€




Attendance Matters!

As we reach the end of another successful academic year, we would like to thank pupils,
families and staff for their commitment to attendance. This year, our overall attendance
was 96.3%, a strong figure that reflects the value our school community places on being
in school every day.

Regular attendance has a significant impact on both learning and wellbeing. A child with
96% attendance misses around 8 days of school each year, while attendance of 90%
means missing almost four weeks of learning across the school year. Being in school
consistently helps children build confidence, develop positive friendships, establish
routines and fully participate in all aspects of school life.

Good attendance also supports academic success. Every lesson builds on previous
learning, and being present each day helps children keep up with new knowledge,
practise key skills and achieve their very best.

We know that strong attendance is a team effort, and we are grateful for the support of
our parents and carers throughout the year. While 96.3% attendance is a strong outcome,
we are ambitious for our pupils and look forward to working together to improve this
figure even further next year.

Our wonderful year 6 leavers at the beginning of their final week with us. We wish you well

HAPPY HOLIDAY!




